of the Whiskey Rebellion and the events
surrounding the attack on Bower Hill by
local farmers in July of 1794. The unit at
that time consisted of one soldier. Today
the unit consists of over a half-dozen
soldiers; in addition to musicians, camp
followers and scouts, who recreate all
aspects of military life during this period.
As with any ‘army’ there is turnover and
recruits are needed. We need soldiers, camp
followers, musicians, and scouts. All ages
are welcome! This is not an all consuming activity and can be a great deal of fun.
Come by and see for yourself.

Seeking a Part-time Director
We have always taken pride in being an
all volunteer organization but the time has come move ‘to the next level’ by retaining the services of a parttime Director. This winter and spring we will be interviewing and hiring a highly competent and dedicated
professional to manage and help grow Woodville Plantation. We feel that this is but the next stage in our
development as another one of the premier cultural resources in Southwestern Pennsylvania.
In Memorium: Last year we lost Mrs. Steinmark, the last living resident of Woodville and a direct descendent
of Christopher Cowan. As a resident of Providence Point overlooking Woodville we always felt her presence
and support. As per her will her family bequeathed to us a collection of papers, ledgers, etc. from Christopher
Cowan. Our hope is to see these documents properly catalogued and preserved
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Why is “Woodville Plantation” so Important?
Woodville Plantation has several stories to tell. This property provided the flash point of the Whiskey Rebellion
that was the first domestic challenge to the legitimacy of the fledgling new national government in 1794.
Harry Truman, 33rd President of the United States, wrote that President George Washington’s suppression of
the Whiskey Rebellion was one of the six “great turning points” of American history. As the owners of largest
number of slaves in this region, John and Presley Neville played a role in the very sad part of our history that we
continue to explore and interpret for our visitors. Also the Indian Wars of the 1790s played out in this region as
the newly reorganized American Army encamped near
Pittsburgh for training and refitting. Elements defended
Bower Hill and went on to turn the tide in the Northwest
Territory. Christopher Cowan, second owner of Woodville
was one of our first industialist and clearly embodies
the New Republic Era and how that played out in the
growth of Pittsburgh. He was also largely responsible
for expanding the Woodville mansion to its current
configuration. The care and preservation of this property
is viewed by the Board of Directors as a sacred trust to
the citizens of Western Pennsylvania and the Nation.

Our Recent Accomplishments

Check out our website!
www.woodvilleplantation .org
---- Now you can make purchases or donations online ---Woodville Plantation, 1375 Washington Pike, Bridgeville, PA 15017
412-221-0348

These are exciting times for Board of Directors and volunteers here at Woodville. We have reached the end
of a complex and extensive restoration and preservation process of the main house. The interior is completely
restored to reflect the building’s key historic
significance of 1774 - 1825 while in the
ownership of John Neville and Christopher
Cowan. The exterior porches were rebuilt
and the house painted last year and we
stabilized the extremely valuable window glass
throughout the house, some of which you may
know contains the etched signatures of past
residents and guests. The frontage along Route
50 has been landscaped to provided for more
visibility and hopefully create a much more
inviting street presence. Our Activities Schedule
continues to reflect and educate about the life
and times of early Pennsylvania. New research
is on-going to learn and convey the

story of the enslaved population who toiled here at
Woodville. We have developed a partnership with
Seton Hill University to develop curriculum guides
for teachers and students to attract school groups
and field trips. We have retained the services of a
professional grant writer to seek funding for future
projects and professionalize our operation. Our long
standing partnership with Pittsburgh History and
Landmark Foundation and The National Society
of the Colonial Dames in Pennsylvania continues
to grow and provides much needed resources for
our continued success. We take a great deal of pride
and satisfaction from being the current custodians
of this landmark historic property. As a member of
NHA you are also a vital part of this endeavor.

A Changing of the Guard
For the last ten years Rob Windhorst has been the President of The Neville House Associates. During that time
span Woodville Plantation was transformed into a highly professional living history museum admired and emulated by historians and museums in our area. With uncommon dedication and a singular focus on authenticity
his leadership of NHA carried us through the process of attaining full ownership of the property, the scheduling
of period-appropriate programming, and the full restoration of the main house. Rob is remaining with the Board
and will continue to be a key advocate for the continued success of our museum.
Stepping up as President is Bob Eckles, a prominent business owner who has demonstrated a keen interest in
Woodville and brings an expertise that will be invaluable to the organization at this point in our history. All
new leadership brings new ideas and fresh perspective to an organization and we look forward to the coming
years. Assisting Bob is our new Vice President, Susan
O’Toole, a 30 year member of Woodville and current
Recording Secretary. As a Realtor with Howard Hanna
she also complements ‘corporate’ expertise to the
leadership team. Susan is replacing Jim Galbraith as
Vice-president who played a role in managing the
restoration efforts at Woodville.

Glass Project
Are you fascinated by the process of preservation? It’s
a world unto itself, part science, part craftsmanship,
part art, part interpretation. In a nondescript cement
block building located in Millvale, PA magic happens.
This is the home of Kelly Art Glass, a restoration
glass company that specialized in saving our region’s
treasured stained glass windows, some by the masters
such as Tiffany. But owner John Kelly faced a new
challenge, stabilizing and preserving the original
glass panes from Woodville Plantation dating back to
1774. The glass is hand blown, many panes contain
the signatures of residents and guests from 200 years
ago. Fragile doesn’t adequately describe many of these
panes. Some are less than a 1/16 of an inch thick. Each
has to be delicately and manually removed from its

centuries old niche impacted with aging and solidified caulking. Amazingly the original wooden sashes are made
of old-growth black walnut and are perfectly square after two-hundred plus years.
Each pane of glass is inventoried and evaluated. Some modern replacement panes have been replaced with hand
blown glass from Germany. Some original panes that are cracked have been repaired with modern epoxies.
This has all been made possible NHA being awarded a Keystone Historic Preservation Grant from the State
of Pennsylvania for the amount of $10,000 and a $10,000 ‘match’ from The Pittsburgh History and Landmark
Foundation.v

Getting involved

We sometimes marvel at what we’ve been able to accomplish with so few volunteers and we often dream of what
we could accomplish with some more help. Simply put, we NEED more volunteers. We are a welcoming group
and would accommodate your interests, abilities, and desired level of commitment. Do you like gardening or
are you a handyman; are you talented with computers and the social media; do you have an interest in cooking
or in leading tours; would you like to be a reenactor with the Legion or simply handle ‘admissions’ on a Sunday
afternoon? I encourage you to stop by and speak with any of us and get a feel for what we’re about. Bring a
friend and explore how much fun it can be to be a part of history. We provide all the training you may need and
only have you proceed at your comfort level. This is not an activity that has to dominate your life, but instead
pleasantly compliment your life. We even have families that use this as an exciting group activity. Currently we
have teenagers up through seniors giving of their time with several opportunities through the year for pure fun
and companionship. Call us, you have nothing to lose and maybe a lot to gain.

Legion

Today the soldiers of the Fourth Sub-Legion of the United States, also known as Wayne’s Legion, are a group of
dedicated individuals committed to accurately recreating the campaign and camp life of the Army of the United
States from 1792-1796. Specifically, they recreate the twelve American soldiers who were sent to defend Bower
Hill, the home of General John Neville, during the Whiskey Rebellion in July of 1794. This unit is based at the
Woodville Plantation, the 1774 home of Colonel Presley Neville, and is funded and administered by the Neville
House Associates Inc. (NHA).
The Fourth-Sub Legion at Woodville was created in 2007 as an educational tool used to visually tell the story

