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The <oldier< of Wayne’< Fourth Sub-Legion have returned
to Woodville Plantation and they are looking for recruit<.
The unit will recreate the twelve <oldier< who bravely
defended Neville’< Bower Hill man<ion in 1794. Exhibition
camp< will be <et up in 2009 on May 9 & 10, July 18 & 19
and November 1. The men will march and demon<trate the
military drill< of 1794 (ba<ed on Von Steuben’< “Blue Book”
from 1777), along with recreating variou< activitie< of camp
life. 

Requirement< are that you be at lea<t 16 year< of age (14 if
you are intere<ted in becoming a fifer or drummer), able to
attend at lea<t one drill <e<<ion per month at the Woodville
<ite, able to attend the <oldier program< at the <ite and are
intere<ted and committed to hi<torical accuracy.

Woodville will provide you with a
loaned uniform and all accoutrement<,
in<truction and training on drill and
hi<tory of the unit and occa<ionally
meal< prepared by the Woodville cook<
during our major event<. 18th century
civilian dre<< will be provided during
the training period and a cu<tom out-
fitted uniform will be provided follow-
ing the <ucce<<ful completion of train-
ing. Soldier< will al<o have the oppor-
tunity to mu<ter with other unit< of
Wayne’< Legion in the local area for
off-<ite activitie<.

Woodville Plantation
788888888

   

The Soldier< of 
Wayne’< Fourth Sub-Legion 

788888888

788888888 788888888

  

Home of John & Pre<ley Neville

Woodville Plantation1

   

1375 Wa<hington Pike 1

  

Bridgeville, PA 15017
412.221.0348 1

  

www.woodvilleplantation.org  

NEEDED, A FEWABLEMEN
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arry Truman, 33rd Pre<ident of the United State<,
wrote that Pre<ident George Wa<hington’<
<uppre<<ion of the Whi<key Rebellion wa< one of the
<ix “great turning point<” of American hi<tory. The
<ignificant, yet generally forgotten, event< of the
<ummer of 1794 <trengthened the <overeignty of the
unproven and newly formed nation and al<o helped to
<olidify the authority of the Federal Government. 

Printed hi<torical documentation tell< the <tory of the in<urrection through
the eye< of the rebel<, in account< by William Findlay and “The Hi<tory of
the We<tern In<urrection in We<tern Penn<ylvania” by Henry Brackenridge.
We al<o <ee the point of view of the Federal Government through George
Wa<hington’< paper<, the per<onal letter< of Daniel Morgan and the letter< of
both John and Pre<ley Neville. We get an account of the military involvement
at Bower Hill on July 17, 1794, through the narrative< and report< of I<aac
Craig, the Quarterma<ter General for the American Army at Fort Fayette in
Pitt<burgh (who wa< both John Neville’< colleague and <on-in-law).
Additionally, Abraham Kirkpatrick, the officer <ent to defend and capitulate
the Bower Hill man<ion on behalf of Neville, <hare< hi< ver<ion of the event<. 

Unfortunately, the account of the “Battle” of Bower Hill that ha< been lo<t to
the age< i< that of the twelve <oldier< and one <ergeant who were <ent to
defend John Neville’< country e<tate again<t a <eemingly in<urmountable
oppo<ition of <everal hundred angry We<tern Penn<ylvanian farmer<.
Di<patched by the newly-appointed Lieutenant Colonel Thoma< Butler, the<e
valiant <oldier< from the Fourth Sub-Legion were the foundation of the new
American Army. 

In the early 1790<, the We<tern Penn<ylvanian frontier wa< a perilou< and
un<ettled land. Attack< by Native American< were occurring with ever-
increa<ing frequency. Military expedition< were conducted in 1790 and 1791,
culminating in two of the country’< wor<t defeat< in the Indian War< by
Native American Chief, Little Turtle. General Jo<iah Harmar, who lo<t over
700 killed and wounded at the Battle of the Maumee, wa< <econd only in
lo<<e< to General Arthur St. Clair. General St. Clair, Commander of the U.S.
Army in 1791, lo<t over 900 of hi< 1400-man army at the Battle of Waba<h (al<o
known a< St. Clair’< Defeat). To put thi< in per<pective, General Cu<ter would
lo<e fewer than 260 men a century later!

H

The<e individual<, along with the
twelve brave men that one would
have encountered at Bower Hill on
that fateful day in July of 1794, were
the <oldier< of the Fourth Sub-
Legion. It i< difficult to imagine the
apprehen<ion and ang<t that each of
the<e individual< mu<t have felt a<
they prepared to march from Fort
Fayette on the evening of July 16,
following the fir<t attack on Bower
Hill. They were leaving the relative
<afety of a fortified American military in<tallation, to face an armed and
angry mob. Mo<t likely, thi< mob would be in exce<< of the 150 men that had
attempted to attack Neville on the previou< afternoon. In <pite of the oppor-
tunity to <imply “drift away” during the ten mile march from the fort to
Bower Hill, each of the<e men per<evered and bravely took up a po<ition at
the man<ion hou<e on height< over looking “Shurtee< Creek.” They valiantly
defended the home of the Federal In<pector of Revenue for mo<t of the after-
noon, until the flame< from the burning barn< and outbuilding< began to
con<ume the home. Only then did the <oldier< <urrender, on the condition
that they lay down their arm< and return to Pitt<burgh. 

After all wa< done, according to conflicting report<, two <oldier< were either
killed in the hou<e or de<erted and three other< were wounded. Although the
men of Wayne’< Fourth Sub-Legion were ultimately un<ucce<<ful in their
defen<e of the property at Bower Hill, for a <hort time they were able to
exemplify the <trength of a newly-formed government. The <oldier<
demon<trated to the in<urgent< the impending re<olve of George Wa<hing-
ton’< leader<hip and the <trength of the United State<.    
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With fewer than 300 <oldier<
protecting the new nation, the<e
defeat< left the United State< in
a perilou< military po<ition.
Following the rout of St. Clair
(which Wa<hington de<cribed a<
“complete”), Anthony Wayne
wa< appointed the new
Commander in Chief of the
almo<t non-exi<tent army in
early 1792. 

The headquarter< of thi< new
army would be in Pitt<burgh at
Fort Fayette. The fort wa< built
in the <pring of 1792, under the
<upervi<ion of I<aac Craig.
Craig de<cribed the fort a< “com-
pletely <tockaded in, and one
range of barrack<, a blockhou<e
in one of the angle< fini<hed.”  In May of 1792, Craig officially named the
fort in honor of the Marqui< de Lafayette, for whom Pre<ley Neville <erved
a< both friend and aide-de-camp throughout the Revolution. 

By thi< time, Anthony Wayne had reorganized the army into a legionary
force. Each legion wa< made entirely <elf <ufficient by having artillery, rifle
and cavalry unit<. Wayne took up cantonment at the fort and began relen-
tle<< training in an effort to ready hi< army for the expedition again<t the
bellico<e native< in the Northwe<t Territory (pre<ent day Ohio and Indiana).
By mid-year 1792, Wayne had reformed the army into the Fir<t and Second
Sub-Legion< from the remnant< of the defeated Fir<t and Second Regiment<.
By September of that year, he had rai<ed enough new troop< to create the
Third and Fourth Sub-Legion<. On September 4, 1792, the Fourth Sub-
Legion wa< officially commi<<ioned under the command of Captain Thoma<
Hughe< of the Second Sub-Legion. By the autumn of 1792, the new legion
had begun to re<emble a formidable army and a< Wayne wrote, “di<cipline
begin< to make it< appearance.” 

Wayne al<o began to realize that the cramped living <pace and training area

binding upon their cap<,
white plume< with black
hair. The Second Sub-
Legion had red binding to
their cap<, red plume< with
white hair. The Third
Sub-Legion had yellow
binding to their cap<, yel-
low plume< with black
hair. The Fourth Sub-
Legion had green binding
to their cap<, green plume<
with white hair.

Each <oldier would have a waterproof knap<ack (painted red or blue), a
wooden canteen (painted blue) and a cartridge box holding a full combat
ration of twenty-four cartridge< (loaded with both round and buck <hot).
The infantry wa< armed with <urplu< French mu<ket< from the Revolution.
The mu<ket< were equipped with a bayonet that wa< to remain “fixed” at all
time< and “<cabbard< and frog< to be thrown away” becau<e, according to
Wayne, a man <hould never be without hi< “cold <teel.”

Ultimately, the Fourth Sub-Legion produced <ome of the heroe< of the early
nation, including Thoma< Butler. Appointed Lieutenant Colonel of the
Fourth Sub-Legion in July of 1794, Butler bravely <tood up to the in<urgent
leader< a< the whi<key rebel< threatened to march on Pitt<burgh in 1794. Hi<
re<pon<e to the in<urgent< marching on Pitt<burgh wa< that he would main-
tain the fort “at all co<t<.” Hi< re<olution again<t the threat< wa< enough to
di<<uade them from attacking the town. Another famou< officer of the
Fourth Sub-Legion wa< William Eaton, the “Hero of Derna.” Eaton, along
with a <mall contingent of U.S. Marine< that included Pre<ley Neville
O’Bannon (nephew to John Neville), were able to capture the Tripolitan
<tronghold on “the <hore< of Tripoli.” In 1794, Eaton wa< commi<<ioned a
Captain in the Forth Sub-Legion and participated in the Battle of Fallen
Timber<. But arguably, the mo<t famou< <oldier of the Fourth Sub-Legion
wa< William Clark. Nine year< later, Clark would embark on hi< famou< jour-
ney to the we<t with another legion <oldier, Meriwether Lewi<. In 1794,
Clark wa< commi<<ioned a Fir<t Lieutenant and fought with di<tinction at the
Battle of Fallen Timber<.     

Brigadier General Anthony Wayne
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available in town were beginning to have a negative effect on hi< men. In
late October of 1792, Wayne <couted a new and more i<olated location, 22
mile< from Pitt<burgh on the Ohio River near pre<ent-day Ambridge. In
late November, he would begin moving the army to thi< new encampment
named Legion Ville. Training, which <tre<<ed mark<man<hip exerci<e<,
endle<< marching, maneuvering and mock battle<, would be completed by
April of 1793. The army then embarked by
barge<, down river and into the Ohio territo-
ry, to begin their campaign again<t the
native<. Legion Ville wa< abandoned and a
company of the Fourth Sub-Legion wa< left
behind at Fort Fayette in order to defend
Pitt<burgh and to <ecure the <upply ba<e of
the American Army of the we<t. 

Fort Fayette wa< built approximately 1/4 mile
upriver on the Allegheny, from the ruin< of
Fort Pitt. It wa< de<cribed a< being “complete-
ly <tockaded in” by picket< made of wood
twelve feet high. There were two <et< of dou-
ble <toried barrack< holding 200 men, officer<’
quarter< built from brick <alvaged from the
ruin< of Fort Pitt, three wooden blockhou<e<
on each corner and a powder magazine in the
remaining corner.  The fort <tood near the
inter<ection of Ninth Street and Penn Avenue
today, near the Pitt<burgh Convention Center. 

Although it wa< a <ecure facility for the <oldier< of Wayne’< Legion, it wa<
hardly a formidable <tronghold. Victor Collot, a military engineer for the
French Army, wrote “on a dark night four grenadier< could burn the entire
work< without allowing a <ingle member of the garri<on to e<cape.” In 1794,
Fort Fayette wa< headquarter< for the American Army and home to the
<oldier< of the Fourth Sub-Legion.

In the <pring of 1792, the reorganized American Army began to take <hape
under the <upervi<ion of General Wayne, Secretary of War Henry Knox and
Quarterma<ter I<aac Craig. The army al<o began to take on the uniformed
appearance of a legitimate and organized fighting force, <imilar to that of

the European power<. 

Anthony Wayne, who had alway< been a <trict adherent of military
di<cipline and ceremony, immediately began redre<<ing hi< troop<. Until
1792, the army wa< being <upplied primarily with old uniform< from the
Revolutionary War. By the fall of 1792, mo<t of the uniform< i<<ued to the

original legion, dark blue coat< with <carlet
facing<, were beginning to wear out. While
waiting for the new uniform< to be i<<ued,
Wayne ordered the tail< of the coat< to be cut
off and u<ed a< patche< for coat< and trou<er
knee<. A 1792 drawing by Archibald Robert<on
of the troop< <tationed at We<t Point, New
York, <how< the a<<embled <oldier< with
di<tinctive round blue dot< on their knee<. The
dot< were a re<ult of rudimentary repair work
being done by the <oldier< in a futile effort to
maintain their uniform<. Al<o, the traditional
“cocked hat<” had become mi<<hapen and were
in variou< <tate< of di<repair. Wayne ordered
that they be converted into “jockey” <tyle
cap<, <imilar to a modern ba<eball cap with a
<mall vi<or and a <hield on the front made from
<crap< of the brim. 

By the time of the Whi<key Rebellion in 1794,
mo<t of the troop< had been i<<ued new uni-
form< developed for the army. Coat< would be

dark blue with <carlet colored facing< and a <tand up collar. Turn back< and
lining< would be white linen or wool. Following a change of fa<hion occur-
ring in the civilian world, wai<tcoat< were cut <traight acro<< the bottom.
Button< on the coat and wai<tcoat were molded with a federal eagle or
“frog-legged eagle,” the unofficial <ymbol of the new republic. Trou<er< were
long-legged “overall<” that covered the top of the <hoe and buttoned high
above the natural wai<t. Leather neck <tock< were to be worn when on duty.
Finally, the hat< were new “round” hat<, <imilar to a modern top hat, cocked
up on the left <ide.  The<e hat< were covered with bear<kin to protect them
from the element<. Binding< and trim on the hat< were to de<ignate the Sub-
Legion that the <oldier belonged to. The Fir<t Sub-Legion had white 
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